


compassion dignityBaycrest Memories Project celebrates family history
There is a treasure trove of personal stories among
people in the Baycrest community that deserves to
be shared.

“The Baycrest Memories Project hopes to chronicle
the personal histories of many people who have been
involved in some way with Baycrest over the years,”
says Lyn Ben-Dat, Baycrest senior development
officer. “We are starting with those in whose names

endowment funds have been established. It’s a way
of showing our appreciation for their support
of Baycrest.”

If you are an endowment fundholder and would
like to find out more about the Baycrest Memories
Project, please call Lyn Ben-Dat at 416-785-2500
ext. 3409, or Joanne Gittens at 416-785-2500
ext. 2023.

Lionel Waldman, an endowment fundholder, took advantage of the
opportunity to share some of his family memoirs. The Waldman family has

a long-standing commitment to Baycrest. Lionel’s wife, Sandy, has
served on the Baycrest Board of Directors. Their son, Leonard, is

currently on the Foundation Board of Directors and is a co-chair
of Strokes Fore Stroke, the annual Baycrest golf tournament.

Here is an excerpt from the Waldman family story:

My father, Nathan Waldman, died at the age of 59, when I was 15
years old. But the values he imparted, and his pleasure in helping
others, have stayed deeply embedded in me over the years.

He was very involved at the moshav zkeinim, the Toronto Jewish
Old Folks Home on Cecil Street. My father spent hours with the
residents and did small favours for them, like making sure
everyone had a cozy chenille bedspread and a chenille floormat.

And I celebrated my Bar Mitzvah twice! First, I was called to the Torah
at our family’s synagogue, and my second Bar Mitzvah was in the

synagogue on Cecil Street.

My father felt so attached to this institution and
its people, that he requested his funeral cortege
stop at the moshav zkeinim on the way to the
cemetery. And indeed, we did, all stopping for
a moment in a gesture of sorrow and respect.

Baycrest Memories celebrates
Nathan Waldman’s story.
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Bench ensures that survivor’s name is remembered

Day program makes Irving want to look his best
Before Irving Haneford leaves for the Parkland Club
day centre at Baycrest, he checks himself in the
mirror to make sure he looks his best.

“I help him colour co-ordinate his
clothes and dress nicely so he looks
like the gentleman he is,” says

Minabelle Haneford, his wife
of 64 years.

Irving, who is in the early
stages of Alzheimer’s, has
been attending the day
centre for four years, and
Minabelle credits the
Baycrest program for slowing

down the progression of the disease. “He can play
solitaire on the computer, and do jigsaw puzzles,”
she says.

Minabelle herself has health issues. “Having Irving at
Baycrest for four days a week gives me a break,” she
says. “It’s also helped my health.”

For their 50th wedding anniversary in 1993, the
couple established an endowment fund at Baycrest to
honour their mothers, who lived at Baycrest during
the 1960s. “Our mothers were treated beautifully,
and the nurses really cared,” says Minabelle.

She says Baycrest continues to impress her. “The staff
and volunteers at the day centre praise Irving,” says
Minabelle. “They’re always telling me what a kind
and gentle person he is. We work together to take
care of him.”

When his wife Veronica passed away in April 2006,
Dr. Fred Mann thought of a phrase from the Yad
Vashem Holocaust remembrance website, “I should
like someone to remember my name.”

With that in mind, Dr. Mann made a donation to
Baycrest to dedicate a bench in his wife’s honour.
The plaque reads, “In honour of Veronica (Ronnie)
Mann lovingly donated by her family.” The entire
family recently came to see the bench, including
son Larry Mann, his wife Lyn and son Jeff,
and Veronica’s sister, Agi Day, who traveled
from Seattle.

“Everyone was very impressed with the bench and
the plaque,” says Dr. Mann. “In a way, it means
she is still here.”

Both Dr. Mann and Veronica are Holocaust
survivors who met in Toronto after the Second
World War. Veronica was diagnosed with
Parkinson’s disease in 1969, and Dr. Mann cared
for her throughout her illness. In addition to
receiving treatment in Austria, Veronica sought
help at Baycrest.

“She saw Dr. David Myran at Baycrest,” says Dr.
Mann. “Baycrest is a marvelous institution. We need
it in every respect.”

He encourages others to follow his lead and make a
donation to Baycrest, no matter how small. “Every
dollar makes a difference.”
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Minabelle and Irving Haneford in
March, 1943.

(l-r) Dr. Fred Mann, Agi Day, Lyn Mann,
Jeff Mann, and Larry Mann.
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Long memories and extra care inspire planned gift

When Tajamul Husain emigrated
from his native Guyana, he found
a safe home in Canada. And
when he wanted the best care for
his late wife, Bebe Isha, he found it
at Baycrest.

“In my culture, you respect and
honour your parents and family,”
Tajamul says. “Our daughter was
ready to give up her job to take
care of her mother at home, but it
wasn’t possible because she needed
24-hour medical care.”

Bebe Isha was transferred to
Baycrest from St. Joseph’s Health
Centre in December 2003, where
she had been for a year with
lymphoma. “St. Joseph’s told us to
place her in a long-term care
facility, but we had to find
somewhere that she could get

medical care as well,” Tajamul
says. “My sons did research, and
everyone recommended Baycrest.”
He has high praise for the Baycrest
staff and volunteers who cared for
his wife of 56 years. “She received
excellent treatment,” Tajamul says.
“Dr. Sheryl Korn took very attentive
and courteous care of her.”

When Bebe Isha passed away in
September 2004, Tajamul
and his family worked
with the Baycrest
Foundation to
establish an
endowment fund in
her name. “We
believe in making
donations,
especially Bebe Isha,
who always thought
of others.”

“You don’t know your future,”
Tajamul says. “One day you could
be the one who needs help.”

Tajamul Husain
holds a photo

of himself with his
late wife,

Bebe Isha.

Elspeth Fanjoy admits
she didn’t know
much about Baycrest
when her husband
Donald was
referred to its
palliative care
unit in
February
2000.

“Donald’s
condition had
deteriorated and
we needed a
room,” she says,
in her native
Scottish accent.
“When we heard
there was a room
available at

Baycrest, we took it, without
knowing what to expect.”

Upon arrival at Baycrest, the
Fanjoys were met by staff who
greeted them by name. “We didn’t
need to fill out a lot of paperwork
but went straight to Donald’s room
and got settled in,” says Elspeth.

Throughout Donald’s five-week stay,
she was impressed with how
dedicated the staff were to making
patients and their families feel cared
for. “From the nurses to the cleaning
lady and the volunteers, everyone
was so understanding – nothing was
too much to ask,” she says.

After Donald passed away in
March of 2000, Elspeth became a

regular contributor to Baycrest’s
Annual Campaign, and recently
decided to honour her husband’s
memory by planning a gift in her
will to Baycrest. When she was
invited to come back to Baycrest
for a memorial service in the fall
of 2000, she was amazed that
everyone remembered her name.
“Realizing how many people the
staff and volunteers get to know,
it’s amazing that they can recall all
the names and faces.”

“I’ll never forget the way Baycrest
treated us, and I appreciated all
the work everyone did.”

For information about planning
a gift in your will, call Howard
Mammon at 416-785-2500,
ext. 2005.

Finding a safe haven at Baycrest
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Baycrest supporter
Elspeth Fanjoy.



care generations communitycommunityEnriching life through therapeutic recreation
A recent evening of appreciation for Baycrest
endowment and covenant fundholders focused on
the benefits of therapeutic recreation for seniors.

Breda Chug, Baycrest’s director of therapeutic
recreation, said, “Activities like music therapy,
gardening, exercise, entertainment, cultural programs

and discussion groups meet the spiritual, cognitive,
physical and social needs of our residents. Through
the generous support of donors, Baycrest offers
quality of life programming which is above and
beyond Ministry levels.”

The guests, who all shared an interest in supporting
arts or culture, had been invited to learn more about
Baycrest’s special programming, as well as the
opportunity to meet Breda.

Maxine and Harold Minden, whose endowment fund
is directed to support music enrichment at Baycrest,
agree that music has great healing qualities.

“Music is a universal language,” says Maxine, a
former music and ESL teacher. “Individuals respond
to music, even when they are cognitively impaired. It
brings pleasure, and can also help people learn.”

To find out more about establishing an endowment
or covenant fund in your family’s name, please
contact Lyn Ben-Dat in the Baycrest Foundation
at 416-785-2500, ext. 3409.
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Get a head start
ON A SWEET NEW YEAR

There’s no time like the present to start making plans for
Rosh Hashanah! Let Baycrest help you send friends and
family best wishes for a sweet New Year.

Our card service features colourful designs and thoughtful
text. And best of all, every card you order, helps to enrich
the lives of the elderly.

Cards are $8.00 each for 10 or more and single cards are $10.00.
All Baycrest cards are tax receiptable.

To Order
Call: 416-785-2875 or 1-800-223-2087 (toll free)
Fax: 416-785-4296 or E-mail: donations@baycrest.org

Baycrest Foundation

Maxine and Harold Minden at the donor appreciation event.
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Sefer Torah dedication is a family event

To find out more about attaching your name to Baycrest, call
Mark Gryfe, President, Baycrest Foundation at
416-785-2500, ext. 2039 or e-mail mgryfe@baycrest.org.
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An attentive group of 100 Baycrest donors,
friends and families gathered in Loftus Hall
recently for a Sefer Torah dedication.

The Torah was presented to Baycrest by
long-time friends Dr. Max and Gianna
Glassman. Dr. Glassman spoke movingly
about how honoured he was to provide the
Torah, which he dedicated to his parents,
Nuson and Chaya Glazman. With Rabbi
Nachman Ribiat as sofer, guests took turns
helping to write the final letters in the scroll.

Once the writing was complete, a
lively parade of celebrants led by
Dr. Glassman holding the Torah spilled
out onto Baycrest Avenue and wound
their way to Wortsman Hall. There,
the Torah was placed in a special
Torah ark, while guests enjoyed a
light lunch.

The Sefer Torah was written by a retired
Israeli army officer, who lives in Jerusalem.

“It took him three and a half years to write it,” said
Dr. Glassman. “There are 300,000 characters
in it, and very strict standards that must be
observed during its creation, such as being
physically and mentally pure. This individual
makes his living as a torah scribe, when he is

not involved in
volunteer work
as the head
of Zakah.”

Dr. Max and Gianna
Glassman

hold
the

Sefer
Torah.
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