
 

 

 

 
M I N U T E S of a teleconference of the Boards of Directors of Baycrest Centre for Geriatric Care, 

Baycrest Hospital, The Baycrest Day Care Centre, and The Jewish Home for the Aged (“Baycrest”) held 

on Tuesday, December 23, 2014 at 10:00am 

 

PRESENT: Blidner, Jeffrey; Cracower, Barry; Diamond, Sara; Godfrey, Paul; Jacob, Ellis;  

Kassie, David; Katz, Paul; Kay, Jack; Mirsky, Brian; Reichman, William; Shain, Lili; 

Soloninka, John; Yaffe, Phyllis; Zaidman, Jakov 

 

REGRETS: Anderson, Carol; Barratt; Banks, Jordan;  Fishman, Len; Goldstein, Laurence;  

Hart, Michelle; Kay, Robert; Koo, Manfred; Whiteside, Catharine 

  

GUESTS:  Foster, Garry; Riesenbach, Ron 

 

 

 

1.1 CHAIR'S REMARKS, CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION 

 

Mr. Blidner welcomed Board members to the teleconference.  The purpose of the call is to 

update Board members on both the Provincial and Federal proposals.   

 
2.1 PROVINCIAL PROPOSAL 

 

The Provincial Proposal, entitled Baycrest Health Sciences' Aging and Brain Health Innovation (ABHI) 

Centre, was submitted to the Ministry of Research and Innovation on November 17, 2014 and was 

prepared as the Next Generation Baycrest initiative comes to a close in March 2015.  This world leading 

Centre will assist the Province in advancing its research, innovation and commercialization goals, with 

three areas of focus including (a) brain fitness (b) aging in place, and (c) better care.  The Centre will 

accelerate the translation and commercialization of aging and brain health products and services by 

providing researchers, industry and academic partners, and other innovators with a comprehensive 

product development, testing and evaluation system embedded within a diverse seniors care campus.  

Plans include identifying donations to match this potential funding.   

 

Meetings have taken place with Ministry officials over the past two weeks to discuss the proposal in 

more depth.  Dr. Reichman updated the Board on these discussions. 

 
2.2 FEDERAL PROPOSAL 

 

Dr. Reichman also outlined for the Board plans to submit an executive summary by December 24, 2014 

for the Federal Proposal, entitled the Canadian Centre for Aging and Brain Health Innovation (CC-

ABHI).   

 

This proposed Centre, led by Baycrest, will be a global hub for excellence in developing, 

commercializing, and accelerating the adoption and scalability of solutions in aging and brain health.  It 

will be a catalyst for design innovation, and a magnet for existing and new partnerships with industry, 

thought leaders in the senior care provider community, and academia to co-develop and commercialize 

innovative products, design enriched environments of care and next generation approaches to the 

provision of senior health and residential care services.  The Centre will bring together non-profit, 

academic, public sector and private sector partners to (a) develop solutions, (b) demonstrate and 

evaluate, and (3) drive adoption in aging and brain health.   

 

Once the executive summary is submitted and feedback is received, it is expected a full proposal will be 

submitted by January 15, 2015. 
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The Board expressed their support for the Federal Propopsal and thanked Baycrest management. 

 

2.3 ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mr. Blidner thanked Board members for joining the teleconference.  There being no further 

business, the meeting adjourned at 10:30am.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

     

J. Blidner 

Chair, Board of Directors 


